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ASCE Seattle Section Meeting  

Wednesday, September 8, 2010 

Place: McCormick & Schmickõs Harborside Restaurant 
1200 Westlake Avenue North 
Seattle, Washington 98109  

Cost: $30 per person ($35 for late reservations)  
Students $10; Unemployed members $10 
Spouses and guests are welcome. 
Cash or checks payable to ASCE are accepted.  

Meal:  Crab & Bay Shrimp Cakes with Orange Vinaigrette, or  
Three Cheese Mac & Cheese with Breadcrumb Topping.  
Dessert: Crème Brulee. 

5:30 Socialize 

6:15 Dinner  

7:00 Program: Roger Woodhead, SNC Lavalin 

8:45 Adjourn  

Program: Vancouver's Canada Line Rapid Transit Project  

In 2009 both Seattle and Vancouver opened new Rapid Transit Systems which, 
though similar, are different in some respects. This presentation will focus on 
Vancouverõs $2 billion Canada Line Project, a Public Private Partnership (P3) 
between various levels of government and InTransitBC, the private sector 
concessionaire. The system is totally grade separated from streets and uses a 
driverless vehicle. The project was completed on budget in just over four years 
and 110 days ahead of schedule in August 2009. One company, SNC Lavalin Inc., 
is mainly responsible for all financing, design, procurement, construction, and 
operations. 

The presentation will discuss the contractual arrangements,  the construction 
of the project, and the many challenges that had to be overcome. It will discuss 
some of the reasons for the successful outcome and the operating performance 
since opening day. 

 

 

Please make your reservations by 
NOON Friday, September 3, using one of the following methods : 

 

Å Call 206-926-0482 (voice mail system ð please leave message) 

Å Send email to: seattleascereservations@gmail.com   

Å Register online with a credit card at:  

www.brownpapertickets.com/event/126134  
 

Please indicate with RSVP if the vegetarian meal is preferred.  
 

(Notes: Credit card payments will not be accepted at the door or  
for late registration. Those who order tickets online are not  

required to make reservations through phone or email.) 

mailto:jdouglas@u.washington.edu
mailto:mart2168@seattleu.edu
mailto:seattleasce@yahoo.com
mailto:seattleascereservations@gmail.com
http://brownpapertickets.com/event/126134
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Presidentôs Column 

By Ronald Bard, P.E.  

I hope everyone had a wonderful summer; the 
weather was sure great, not counting June anyway. 
The sunshine, time with family, vacations and pro-
jects around the house have helped recharge us all. 
Now it is time, again, to immerse ourselves in ASCE 
activities. My tenure as the Section president is about 
over, and Marc Schulte will be taking over soon. As 
Marc launches new initiatives, he will need help 
from all of us. Furthermore, we need to continue to 
support each other with ideas, networking, knowl-
edge transfer, and just plain old professional fellow-
ship. 

As we move into the next year, please continue to support the work on K 
through 12 outreach that Erin Fletcher and the Younger Members Forum have 
started. I have often written in this column about the tremendous benefits that 
this will bring to our Section and our profession.  

Itõs been an honor to serve as your President; I am looking forward to this next 
year in my new role as your Immediate Past-President. Start thinking about 
submitting for the 2011 Outstanding Project awards!  

Regards, 

Ronald Bard, P.E. 

Seattle Section President 

 
The deadline for the  
October 2010 issue is 

5:00 p.m. 
FRIDAY, September 24, 2010 

No exceptions.  
 

~~~~~~~  
 

Your newsletter editor is:  
Todd Crandell  

seattleASCEnews@gmail.com 
 

Please send correspondence to: 
Attn: Todd Crandell  

R. W. Beck, Inc. 
1001 Fourth Avenue, Suite 2500 

Seattle, WA 98154 
Phone: (206) 459-2250 

 
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
All change of address information 
(including your e -mail address for 
the newsletter) should be provided 

directly to ASCE at www.asce.org or: 
1801 Alexander Bell Drive,  

Reston, VA 20191-4400.  
The Seattle Section will receive the 
updated information from ASCE.  
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ASCE SEATTLE  SECTION 
NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES 

 
Employment Ads:  

Employees Wanted:  
75 cents per word 

Seeking Employment:  
First 75 words free 
75 cents per each additional word 

Display and Business Card Ads:  
Contact the editor at  
seattleASCEnews@gmail.com  
for pricing and format requirements.  

Bio for September 8 Speaker  

Roger Woodhead has recently completed a contract as Technical Director 
for SNC Lavalin Inc., the EPC Contractor for the $2 billion Canada Line 
Rapid Transit Project in Vancouver, BC, and has been responsible for 
overseeing all engineering, quality management, and technical issues. 

Roger has worked in both the consulting engineering and construction 
industries for over 35 years. From 1990 to 1995 he worked on the $1.5 bil-
lion Hibernia Gravity Base Structure (GBS) in Newfoundland, where he 
was Site Development Engineering Manager and Technical Services Man-
ager for construction of the GBS. 

Since returning to Vancouver he has worked on an eclectic mix of projects 
including: Design Manager and Project Director for SNC -Lavalin on a $50 
million cut and cover tunnel in Kuala Lumpur; Project Construction Engi-
neer for three òSinking Caissonsó and several sheet-piled tunnel excava-
tions at Vancouver Wharves; and Quality Systems Manager on the $1.2 
billion SkyTrain Millennium Line.  

Roger is an Adjunct Professor in Construction Management at UBC. 

mailto:seattleASCEnews@gmail.com
http://www.asce.org
http://www.seattleasce.org/
mailto:seattleASCEnews@gmail.com
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ACE Mentor Program Seeks  

Volunteers for 2010 -2011 School Year  

The ACE Mentor Program of Washington (ACE) is re-

cruiting mentors for the upcoming school year.  

ACE is an after-school mentor program for high school 

students who are interested in learning about career op-

portunities in Architecture, Construction, and Engineer-

ing (A.C.E.). 

The program offers students the opportunity to work 

with professionals from leading architecture, construc-

tion and engineering firms in Seattle and Bellevue. These 

professionals volunteer their time and mentor the stu-

dents. Teams meet every other week (from October to 

May) after school in the offices of the team mentors. 

Over the course of the school year, team sessions might 

include hands-on-activities, office tours, presentations, 

and site trips. Students work as a team on their own de-

sign project and present it at the end of the year to their 

peers and parents. 

ACEõs twofold mission is to enlighten and motivate stu-

dents toward architecture, construction, and engineering 

careers, and to provide mentoring opportunities for de-

sign and construction professionals. ACE makes a spe-

cial attempt to reach students who otherwise may not be 

aware of the exciting and meaningful challenges and 

rewards that a career in the design and construction in-

dustry offers. The goals extend to the eventual employ-

ment of the students in the industry. ACE offers scholar-

ships to selected graduates of the program and mentors 

are encouraged to maintain relationships with the stu-

dents. Participating companies are also encouraged to 

hire qualified ACE students for summer jobs.  

To date, 815 students have completed the program and 

$215,000 has been given in scholarships. Last year, over 

190 students participated in the program from 40 high 

schools. Approximately 94% of ACE graduates go on to 

college. Of that 94%, over 65% study ACE-related ma-

jors. Last year ACE Seattle graduates were awarded 

$35,500 in local and national scholarships. 

ACE Mentor Program of Washington is entering its 10th 

year of serving the community. The programõs growth is 

limited by the number of mentor participants. Those in-

terested in mentoring, contributing, or participating in 

any way are encouraged to contact Dan Nelson via email 

(DanN@tiscareno.net). Eastside firms and professionals 

are especially needed and encouraged to participate. 

More information about the ACE Mentor Program can 

be found at acementor.org. 

Update from the Water Resources 

Technical Committee  

By Laura Ruppert, P.E.  

The Water Resources Technical Committee took the 

summer off and did not have lunch time presentations in 

July or August. Lunch time presentations will resume 

Thursday, September 16, 2010, at HDR in Bellevue.  

East-side committee co-chair, Laura Ruppert, has been 

elected to an ASCE Director position and will assume 

the new role beginning in October 2010. At that time, the 

current west-side co-chair, Joshua Phillips, will take over 

coordination of the Bellevue meetings. Seattle meetings 

will be coordinated by the new west -side co-chair David 

Della. 

Space is limited.  
Registration deadline September 17.  

 
Information:  www.rtseattle.org 

mailto:DanN@tiscareno.net
http://acementor.org
http://www.rtseattle.org/beer_wine.php
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ATTENDANCE  

Board Members  

Garth Merrill, Perry Cole, Erin Fletcher, Marc Schulte, 
Stefanie Fishman, Ann Bryant 

Quorum: YES 

Absent with Notice  

Ron Bard, Mike Harney, Melissa Wu  

Absent without Notice  

None 

Other Members Present  

None 

CALL TO ORDER  

Section President Elect Marc Schulte called meeting to 
order at 4:30 p.m. 

Ann moved to approve the minutes and Stephanie 
seconded. Board unanimously approved April 14, 2010 
meeting minutes with corrections: Ann was absent with 
notice and Perry had posted the Technical Committees 
Report to the eRoom. 

PROCEEDINGS  

1. Regular Business  

Treasurerõs Report 

Treasurerõs Report for March will be uploaded to 
eRoom. 

Treasurerõs report was discussed with a focus on taxes 
and anticipated income and expenses for the balance of 
the year. 

ACTION ITEMS  

Garth will post the Treasurerõs Report to eRoom. 

Standing Committees  

Standing committee report uploaded to the eRoom. 

I-90 Dedication Update 

History & Heritage will have an I -90 floating bridge 
dedication and presentation on June 4th. 

Vancouver Mapping Landmark Dedication 

This event was well attended. 

ASCE Seattle Section Executive Board Meeting Minutes  
Minutes for May 12, 2010  

History & Heritage Committee Public Relations Support 

Stephanie contacted Cindi regarding committee work.  

House and Hospitality 

The committee contracted with McCormick & Schmicks 
for the Fall. 

PSEC 

Received an e-mail from Paul regarding the officerõs 
retreat in September. 

NO ACTION ITEMS  

Branch Reports 

Branch report has been uploaded to the eRoom. 

North Branch ð No April meeting.  

Kitsap Branch ð Meeting April 12th.  

Boeing Branch ð Received report on April meeting; they 
have started a YMF. 

NO ACTION ITEMS  

Technical Committees  

Technical committees report has been uploaded to 
eRoom. 

The WRE and P&H committees are holding regular 
meetings; SEAW and UDT are judging the LOCEAA, 
UDT is unresponsive.   

NO ACTION ITEMS  

Younger Member Forum  

Doug Knapp will present the PSB scholarship check at 
the meeting. 

NO ACTION ITEMS  

Membership Report  

Membership decreased by 200 due to a purge of the 
database (nonpayment of dues). 

NO ACTION ITEMS  

2. Old Business  

Marc had a conversation with Professor Burgess 
regarding the Bylaw text.  

ACTION ITEMS  

See May Minutes on page 5 
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Welcome New ASCE Members!  

We welcome the following 9 members, who joined the Seattle Section between May 12 and June 7. If you see some-
body you know, give them a call!  

Mr. Andrew Merges, P.E., M.ASCE 

Mr. Scott Bender, A.M.ASCE 
Bender Consulting LLC 

Mr. Christopher Price, A.M.ASCE  
Staheli Trenchless Consultants 

Ms. Ella Garber, P.E., M.ASCE 

Mr. Sheng-Wen Seow, P.E., M.ASCE 

Tilak Gamage, P.E., M.ASCE 

Ms. Melanie Wall, A.M.ASCE  
Sound Recruitment 

Mr. Brian Keenan, P.E., M.ASCE 

Mr. Sammy Tu, P.E., M.ASCE 
AECOM 

Need to verify that the unemployed/student rate for 
dinner meetings is on the web site. 

Need to check that Brown Paper Ticket is sending a 
check to Garth. 

Ron to follow up on question of award presentation to 
Peter Douglas. 

3. New Business  

K-12 Outreach Committee 

The kickoff is next week, dinner will be provided, a 
budget item will be created for next year.  Ann moved, 
Stephanie seconded to reimburse up to $250.00 for 
supplies to kickoff the committee.  Motion carried.  

Standing Committee 

Arthur would like Rebuilding Together to be a part of a 
standing committee, possibly Community Service 
(Rebuilding Together, Habitat for Humanity, and Adopt
-a-Highway). General discussion ensued; discussion of 
combining outreach activities of the Section and YMF. 

University Advising Committee 

There was a general discussion of the University 
Advising Committee.  

ACTION ITEMS  

Ron to ask Arthur if he is looking for transitional 
leadership for Rebuilding Together.  

Discuss community service at the annual leadership 
meeting. 

4. Announcements for Meeting  

¶ Marc ð Vote in the Section election (Officers, 
Directors, Bylaws) 

¶ Erin ð Outreach Committee kickoff meeting  

¶ Garth ð Order of the Engineer ceremony has 
spots open 

¶ I-90 dedication ceremony will be June 4th. 

¶ Doug ð PSB scholarship award 

¶ UW Students ð Concrete canoe competition 
(There was a general discussion of a Section 
contribution.  Garth moved and Erin seconded to 
match donations made at the dinner meeting, up 
to $500.00, from the student account fund. 
Motion carried.)  

Next meeting is June 9th at McCormick & Schmickõs. 

ADJOURNMENT  

Meeting adjourned at 5:43.m. 

May Minutes (continued from page 4) 

ASCE Seattle Section Executive 

Board Meeting Minutes  

Minutes for June 9, 2010  

The June 9 minutes will be published in the October 2010 

newsletter. 
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