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ASCE Seattle Section Meeting
Wednesday, November 9, 2011

Place: Andaluca, 407 Olive Way, Seattle, WA 98101
($10 parking. On-street parking also available, which is free
after 6 p.m.)

$30 per person ($35 for late reservations)
Students $10; Unemployed members $10
Spouses and guests are welcome.

Cash or checks payable to ASCE are accepted.

Meat and vegetarian choices to be announced.

5:30 Social

6:15 Dinner

7:00 Announcements and ASCE Region 8 Project Award
7:20 Short break

7:30 Program: Angela Brady of City of Seattle

8:45 Adjourn

Please make your reservations by NOON,
Friday, November 4. Use the following method to register:

» Register online at http://tiny.cc/SEAASCE. To pay at
the door with Cash/Check select "Show other pay-
ment options."

For assistance with online registration, please contact House
and Hospitality at seattleascereservations@gmail.com.

Direct questions or comments regarding meetings to Section
President Melissa Wu at Melissa.Wu@ch2m.com.

Program: Mercer Corridor Project Overview

This program will provide an overview of the East Phase of the
Mercer Corridor Project that is currently under construction in Seattle.
The project is reconstructing Mercer Street from Fairview Ave. N to
Dexter Ave. N., along with intersecting streets in the South Lake Union
area. Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Project Manager
Angela Brady will present information regarding project background,
design, schedule, and current and planned construction activities as it
relates to the civil engineering industry.
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The deadline for the
December 2011 issue is
5:00 p.m.

Monday, November 21, 2011
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Your newsletter editor is:
Todd Crandell
seattleASCEnews@gmail.com
Phone: (206) 459-2250

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
All change of address information
(including your e-mail address for
the newsletter) should be provided
directly to ASCE at www.asce.org or:
1801 Alexander Bell Drive,
Reston, VA 20191-4400.
The Seattle Section will receive your
updated information from ASCE.
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ASCE SEATTLE SECTION
NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES

Employment Ads:

Employees Wanted:
75 cents per word

Seeking Employment:
First 75 words free
75 cents per each additional word

Display and Business Card Ads:
Contact the editor at
seattleASCEnews@gmail.com

for pricing and format requirements.

President’s Column

By Karen Dix-Colony,
Boeing Branch President

The Role of a Civil Engineer at The Boeing Company

As the president of the ASCE Boeing Branch I am often asked what the
role of a civil engineer could be at an aerospace company. For a short
answer [ share this: As a young girl growing up I wanted to be a civil
engineer — more specifically, a structural engineer. I wanted to design big
buildings. When considering job offers post-college, I wondered how
working for Boeing would fit into my long-time dream. My husband
noted, “It's not that you won’t be designing big buildings at Boeing, you'll
just be designing big buildings that fly.” Now, for the longer answer to,
“What does a civil engineer do at Boeing?”

The Boeing Branch of ASCE has over 100 members stretching across the
United States, including members in Washington, Missouri, California,
Oklahoma, and Alaska. We began a corporate partnership with ASCE
National in 2006. Since October 2007, we have conducted bi-monthly
meetings where members meet locally to participate via teleconference.
These meetings follow a format typical to other branches: Welcome,
upcoming local and national events/conferences, and branch-specific
updates. The highlight of our meetings is to enjoy a presentation from one
of our branch members. Often this describes how they went from
graduating with a civil engineering degree to becoming a contributing
member of The Boeing Company. Examples include:

» developing composites technology

» providing a safe work place and minimizing interruption of
production and supporting services that may result from a major
seismic event

= airfield pavement engineering and airport planning

» environmental stewardship and remediation

* Boeing product development.

See President’s Column on page 3

Bio for November 9 Speaker

Angela Brady is the person responsible for managing a major City of
Seattle project that intends to solve the “Mercer mess.” She currently
works for the City as a supervisor and senior project manager and has
been managing major transportation projects there since 2005. Angie
earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering from the University of
Washington, is a licensed Professional Engineer in Washington State, and
is also a licensed Project Management Professional with the Project Man-
agement Institute. She has over 16 years of civil engineering experience
under her belt, including past work as a consultant designer and project
manager at Gray & Osborne and Jacobs Engineering. She has worked on a
diverse portfolio of projects including water and wastewater treatment
structures and special structures supporting Hydro-Fisheries, before set-
tling into the field of transportation engineering and management.
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University Mentor Night Help Needed
By Paul Grant, P.E.

University of Washington Bothell Campus
Time: Tuesday, November 15, 2011, 6:00 to 8:00 pm

If you are interested in being a mentor for a night for col-
lege students, the Puget Sound Engineering Council
(PSEC) needs your help! The purpose of the mentor night
activity has been to bring as many practicing engineers
together with as many students as possible. We are trying
to inspire the students, most of whom are sophomores or
juniors, toward a career in engineering. The mentor night
allows engineers to relay their experience in the profession
and answer questions posed by students.

This meeting will be kicked off by a brief introduction of

the engineering disciplines of the volunteers, followed by
an open forum where the students visit various tables and
converse with the mentors. Mentors are asked to bring a
sample of work that will fit on a 30” x 30” tabletop for po-
tential discussion with the students. In the past, the UW
Bothell event has included over 40 mentors in 17 disci-
plines.

If you are interested in participating, please sign up online
at www.pseconline.org/Events/MentorNights/ or contact
Paul Grant at pgrant@pangeoinc.com. Maps and further
instruction will be sent out prior to the event.

Thank you for your support.

President’s Column (continued from page 2)

The Boeing Branch also supports their local schools and
universities in many ways, including speaking at ASCE
Student Chapter meetings and “Lunch-and-Learn”
events; contributing to concrete canoe and steel bridge
teams, both financially and as technical experts during
design reviews; participating in various Engineering
Week activities; and mentoring at local colleges and
universities. Our junior/less tenured engineers belong
to and participate in area Young Member Forums. All
Boeing Branch members are encouraged to participate
in their local Section meetings and activities as well.

While I am not designing “big buildings that fly,” I
have found a career at Boeing that challenges me every
day - I'm a lead engineer in the Airport Technology
group. I have the pleasure of working with our Product
Development engineers to influence new and
derivative aircraft design so that our products are
compatible with today’s airports. When aerodynamics
override airport compatibility, which it often does, then
I work with the world’s airports, airlines, and Civil
Aviation Authorities to ensure our products can
operate safely and efficiently in today’s airport
infrastructure. Not quite what I had in mind when I
told my dad I wanted to be a civil engineer, but a
satisfying career that I could never have imagined.

Sincerely,
Karen Dix-Colony

Boeing Branch President

Get Involved in the Seattle Section

Are you looking for an opportunity to get involved in
ASCE and the Seattle Section? We need your help! The
Seattle Section is looking for volunteers to assist with the
House and Hospitality Committee. The committee is re-
sponsible for securing the meeting venue and managing
registration for the Section’s monthly meetings. If you are
interested in helping or want to learning more about the
committee, please contact Gene Gladden,
genegladden@gmail.com.
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ASCE Seattle Section Executive Board Meeting Minutes
Minutes for September 14, 2011

ATTENDANCE
Board Members

Melissa Wu, Sam Swartz, Laura Ruppert, Mike Harney,
Ron Bard

Quorum: YES

Absent with Notice

Stefanie Herzstein, Erin Slayton, Eric Herzstein
Other Members Present

James Chae, Paul Grant, Ron Borowski, Rhiannon Par-
melee, Lisa Harbert, Ed Huston, Ron Borowski

CALL TO ORDER

Section President-Elect Melissa Wu called meeting to order
at 4:37 p.m.

June 8, 2011 meeting draft minutes have been uploaded to
eRoom.

MOTION (Ron/Melissa): The ASCE Seattle Section Board
approves the June 8, 2011 meeting minutes. Motion carried
unanimously.

PROCEEDINGS
1. Regular Business
Treasurer’s Report

The Draft September treasurer’s report was distributed
and discussed at the meeting; it has not been uploaded to
the eRoom.

The Board discussed consolidating our accounts with Mor-
gan Stanley. This was a continuation of the discussion
from the May 11 and June 8 Board Meetings. Sam has
closed the RH Thomson account, as previously discussed
by the Board. Sam has begun looking into new banking
alternatives. Lisa Harbert presented some of these options,
including ING and BECU.

Sam reported that the Section’s Federal Tax forms have
been filed.

The Board discussed the Section budget. Sam had pre-
pared a balanced budget and presented to the Board. To
balance the budget, Sam has assumed $5,000 in grants and
$2,500 in fund-raising to offset expenses associated with
the Centennial Committee (Budget Line Item 64S). Ron
Bard noted that expenses and income should be closely
monitored. Ron Bard also asked whether the Board was
comfortable with the $10,000 budget allotted to the Cen-

tennial Committee. He noted that much of these funds
could be disbursed at a later date, but some (about $1,000)
would be needed immediately. The Board discussed the
issue, and Laura asked who is in charge of fund-raising -
Ron Bard answered that the Centennial Committee is re-
sponsible for that effort.

MOTION (Melissa/Ron): The ASCE Seattle Section Board
approves the Draft 2011-2012 Seattle Section budget. Mo-
tion carried unanimously.

ACTION ITEM: Sam will continue to investigate alterna-
tive banks for our account, and report back to the Board at
the October 2011 meeting.

ACTION ITEM: Sam will post the September Treasurer’s
Report to the Board eRoom with a poll for approval.

Membership Report

Membership Report has been uploaded to eRoom. Mem-
bership is steady with total membership just under 2,400.

Standing Committees

Standing committee report has been uploaded to the
eRoom.

Centennial

The committee is active, and met recently. Ron Bard
(committee co-chair, with Sunny Rose) has met with Histo-
ry and Heritage to coordinate.

PSEC
Paul Grant updated the Board on PSEC activities.

Paul discussed the Inter-Society Officer Workshop (ISOW)
to be held on October 8. Section officers were encouraged
to attend. Paul noted that Stefanie will attend, and Ron
Bard recommended Melissa and James should attend.

Paul noted that PSEC is considering changing the dates of
the eWeek Fair, because schools are usually on break at
that time, and this has hampered participation in the past.
Paul asked whether YMF has a opinion or recommenda-
tion. Rhiannon noted that YMF has made similar observa-
tions about attendance.

PSEC is requesting discipline-specific PowerPoint presen-
tations, focusing on what engineers do. The material
would be used by educators to present - it should be
stand-alone. Melissa noted that YMF has started preparing
similar materials, but they would need to be modified to
be stand-alone. Lisa asked whether the examples should

See September Minutes on page 5
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September Minutes (continued from page 4)
be local projects - Paul answered that that was not neces-
sary.

ACTION ITEM: Lisa will check with ASCE National about
availability of materials that may meet PSEC’s criteria, or
provide a good starting point.

Legislative

AELC will be holding its annual golf fundraiser on Friday,
September 30, 2011 at the Echo Falls Country Club.

University Advisory Committee

Melissa presented two funds requests that were received
from the University of Washington.

The first asks for $10,000 to help renovate the student
lounge in More Hall. No breakdown of specifically what
the funds would be used for was provided with the re-
quest. Sam noted that $5,000 might be more reasonable for
this request.

ACTION ITEM: Perry Cole will solicit more information
and a breakdown of the proposed use of the funds from the
Uw.

The second UW request was a sponsorship request. The
UW student chapter will be hosting the annual Pacific
Northwest Regional Conference in April 2012. The Board
received a form letter with a sponsorship request from the
UW student chapter. Ron Bard noted that it is not appro-
priate for the ASCE Seattle Section to sponsor this event,
but the Board could authorize some financial support if
desired. Laura suggested that the UW student chapter
should perform its fundraising effort, and if they were still
short of their goal, the Section could help make up some of
the need funds. The Board agreed on this approach, and
Ron Bard noted that we should revisit this in November or
December.

ACTION ITEM: Perry Cole will communicate with the UW
student chapter and let them know the Board’s decision.

Branch Reports
Branch report uploaded not to the eRoom.

A report was received from North Branch. No reports were
received from the Kitsap or Boeing Branches.

The North Branch is active, and will transition officers at
their September meeting.

Technical Committees

Technical committees report has been uploaded to eRoom.

Structural Liaison to SEAW

Ed Huston discussed the Structural Liaison position. Ed
suggested that the candidate for this position should be a
past or current member of either the SEAW or ASCE Seat-
tle Section Board. Ed noted this suggestion is based on his
review f who has served as the liaison in the past and dis-
cussions with SEAW - this is probably not a requirement in
either organization’s policies and procedures. Melissa and
Ron Bard noted that we do not need to establish a struc-
tured rule for this. James noted he has a colleague who
may be interested.

ACTION ITEM: James will forward Laura’s contact infor-
mation to his colleague.

ACTION ITEM: Laura and Ed will work together to identi-
fy a candidate or candidates for presentation to the Board.

Younger Member Forum
YMF report uploaded to eRoom.

YMF is was active over the summer with professional de-
velopment seminars and community service events.

YMF networking events started back up in September.
NO ACTION ITEMS

2. Old Business

None.

3. New Business

Structural Engineers Foundation of Washington

SEAW has formed a new Structural Engineers Foundation
(SEF) to promote structural engineering to the public
through forums and advance the practice of structural en-
gineering through scholarship, research and education. The
SEF has asked several organizations to be cooperating part-
ners, including the ASCE Seattle Section. There is no fee to
cooperate. Cooperating partners would assist in advertis-
ing and disseminating information and materials to their
members, and would be recognized on SEF materials and
banners, etc. Ron Borowski noted that this connection and
relationship already exists between the Section and SEAW.

MOTION (Ron Bard / Laura): The ASCE Seattle Section
elects to become a cooperating organization with the Struc-
tural Engineers Foundation. Motion unanimously ap-
proved.

National Structural Engineering Institute Meeting

The National SEI meeting is October 28-29. ASCE National
will cover airfare and some expenses for a Section delegate.
Ed Huston asked for approval to attend as the Seattle Sec-
tion delegate. The Board approved Ed’s request.

See September Minutes on page 6
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September Minutes from page 5)

Construction Institute “Managing Project Risks” Seminar

Melissa was contacted by representatives of the Construc-
tion Institute regarding partnering with their organization
to put on their seminar about “Managing Project Risks.”
Partnering would include cost and profit sharing. They
provided Melissa with a course flier and Memoranda of
Understanding from the course they put on with the Capi-
tol Section. They have not provided any specific costs or
cost projections. Ron Bard noted this is in line with the Sec-
tion’s mission, but more information is required for the
Board to be able to discuss and approve this request. Ed
noted that one way or another, the local engineering com-
munity should hear what is being presented - he has heard
that the course promotes shedding risk from construction

to design. Ron Bard noted that if this is the emphasis, the
course may be too controversial for the Section to sponsor.

ACTION ITEM: Melissa will request additional infor-
mation on content, costs and details.

Ron Borowski noted that the Board may consider setting a
sort of blanket policy for these sorts of issues, since they
come up frequently. Melissa tabled this discussion to next
month’s meeting due to insufficient remaining time at this
meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
Meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m.

Minutes taken and submitted by Secretary, Mike Harney.

Seattle Section to Support Continuing Education Bill
in Next Washington State Legislative Session

By Emily Spahn

It is essential that practicing civil engineers remain current
with issues and advancements in technology to enhance
and maintain competence. To this end, ASCE supports
documented continuing professional development for en-
gineers nationwide.

Last legislative season in Olympia, a bill (HB 1900) was
introduced into the state House which, if enacted, would
require auditable documentation of continuing education
to maintain an engineering license in Washington. This
would not change existing requirements for engineers —
rather, this would only change the law so that a paper trail
is available. The requirements would be flexible; most en-
gineers are already participating in activities that would
qualify under this law. The bill passed the House, but

stalled in the Senate. This year, the Seattle section will be
continuing our efforts to enact this legislation.

Passing this legislation would put us on a par with the ma-
jority of other states, including Idaho and Oregon, which
already have documentation requirements in place, and
acts to increase public trust in the profession.

This year’s 60-day legislative session begins in January,
though legislators are convening in December as well for a
special session. Further information on legislative efforts
will be published in next month's newsletter and will be
discussed at upcoming Section meetings. Seattle Section
members are encouraged to contact their state representa-
tives to voice their support of this bill.
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Geotech Group Dinner Meeting: Lessons Learned
from the 2011 Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami

By John Dickson, P.E.

The ASCE Seattle Section Geotechnical Group / Geo-
Institute Seattle Chapter will hold a joint dinner meeting
with Ports & Harbors Committee on Monday, November
14, 2011.

Lessons Learned from the 2011 Tohoku Earth-
quake and Tsunami

Topic:

5:30 - Social Hour
6:30 - Dinner
7:30 - Program

Time:

Location: Best Western Executive Inn, 200 Taylor Avenue

North, Seattle, 206-448-9444

RSVP: RSVP with your dinner entrée preference
(Chicken Saltimbocca or Mediterranean Pasta)
via the website (www.seattlegeotech.org), or e-
mail to rsvp@seattlegeotech.org by 4:00 PM on
Thursday, November 10, 2011 for the advance

RSVP rate.

Cost: $35 with advance RSVP. $40 with reservations
made after November 10th deadline or at the
door. $15 for non-reimbursed public agency
employees, unemployed members, and stu-
dents. A limited number of student sponsor-
ships will be provided on a first-come, first-
served basis. You can pay via Paypal or credit
card online in advance, or by cash or check pay-
able to "ASCE Seattle Geotechnical Group” at

the door.

The speaker will be Dr. Catherine Petroff, Principal, LP4
Associates LLC and Affiliate Faculty at University of
Washington

Following the March 11, 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsu-
nami, Dr. Petroff surveyed coastal damage as part of a U.S.
-Japan team sponsored by the American Society of Civil
Engineers’ Coasts, Oceans, Ports and Rivers Institute

Reach over 2,000
Engineering Professionals

Post Your Employment Ad
in this Newsletter
and on the Seattle Section Web Site

See advertising details
on page 2

(ASCE-COPRI). This reconnaissance trip investigated ef-
fects specific to engineered structures, coastal landforms
and coastal processes and was tasked to learn as much as
possible from the performance of structures like seawalls,
breakwaters, dikes and revetments during tsunami impact.
While the earthquake and subsequent tsunami proved
devastating to many coastal communities, the effect on
engineered coastal structures and the ability of nearshore
features to attenuate waves may not be as clear. Japan has
relied heavily upon seawalls and shore protection to pro-
tect coastal communities: approximately 40% of Japan’s
22,000 mile coast has engineered protection. In addition,
Japan is a world leader in the construction of tsunami bar-
riers, tsunami walls and vertical evacuation for protection
from tsunami events. Communities in the United States are
interested in some of these structures, especially vertical
evacuation shelters. Dr. Petroff will share a general over-
view of seismic, tsunami and nuclear timelines of the
Tohoku event and will discuss the design, siting and con-
struction of coastal protection structures, with an emphasis
on the lessons learned from failures and successes in Japan.

Dr. Catherine Petroff has over twenty five years of experience in
hydraulics, coastal engineering and construction. She has
worked in most phases of the engineering process: from research
of flow impacts on structures through design and evaluation of
river restoration projects to fieldwork in heavy construction. Dr.
Petroff specializes in the interaction of currents and waves with
structures and objects including transport of sediments and of
large material such as gravel and boulders. She received her doc-
torate in Coastal Engineering from Caltech in 1993 and went on
to teach at the University of Washington until 2001. Dr. Petroff
is now an independent hydraulics consultant and remains affili-
ated with UW for teaching and research purposes. She is cur-
rently splitting her time between post-event assessments and
engineering response to the 2011 Japan and 2010 Chile tsunamis
and hydraulic analyses at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Seattle District.

ASCE Seattle Section Executive
Board Meeting Minutes

Minutes for October 12, 2011

The October 12 minutes will be published in the Decem-
ber 2011 newsletter.

November 2011

Seattle Section of the American Society of Civil Engineers

Page 7


http://www.seattlegeotech.org
mailto:rsvp@seattlegeotech.org

Calendar of Upcoming Events
(for complete calendar, visit
www.seattleasce.org)

Monday, November 14, 2011, 5:30 pm

Joint dinner meeting with ASCE Seattle Section
Geotechnical Group / Geo-Institute Seattle Chap-
ter along with the Ports & Harbors Committee
Location: Best Western Executive Inn, 200 Taylor
Avenue North, Seattle

Speaker: Dr. Catherine Petroff, Principal, LP4 As-
sociates LLC and Affiliate Faculty at University of
Washington

Topic: Lessons Learned from the 2011 Tohoku
Earthquake and Tsunami

RSVP: See article on page 6 for details.

Tuesday, November 15, 2011, 6:00 pm

PSEC Mentor Night

Location: University of Washington Bothell Cam-
pus

Contact: To be a mentor, sign up online at
www.pseconline.org/Events/MentorNights/
SignUp or contact Paul Grant at
pgrant@pangeoinc.com

Wednesday, December 14, 2011, 5:30 pm

Joint Meeting with ASCE Seattle Section and
ASCE Tacoma/Olympia Section

Location: Embassy Suites Seattle International Air-
port, 15920 West Valley Highway, Seattle

Speaker: Judy Bently, historian and writer
Program: Hiking Washington's History
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